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UNCLAS NASSAU 1484 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ECON, EFIS, SNAR, PGOV, US, BF 

SUBJECT: PM ON INVASION OF DRUG SMUGGLERS, ILLEGAL ALIENS & 

ILLEGAL FISHING 

REF A. NASSAU A-l B. NASSAU 009 C. NASSAU 1 122 D. NASSAU 805 

1 . PM LYNDEN O. PINDLING, APPEARING ON TELEVISION TALK 
PROGRAM "FOCUS" EVENING OF JULY 10 AS PART OF HIS PARTICIPATION 
IN 5TH ANNIVERSARY OF BAHAMIAN INDEPENDENCE, WARNED THAT 
BAHAMAS IS FACED WITH "NO LESS THAN AN INVASION OF 
ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS AND DRUG SMUGGLERS" WHOSE SUCCESS 
IN INFILTRATING THE VAST NATIONAL BORDERLINE IS LARGELY 
DUE TO THE FACT THAT BAHAMIANS ARE COOPERATING WITH 
THOSE WHO EXPLOIT BAHAMIAN GEOGRAPHY. THE PM STERNLY 
WARNED BAHAMIANS WHO SEEK TO "GET RICH QUICK" BY 
COOPERATING WITH DRUG SMUGGLERS AND ILLEGAL IMMI- 
GRANTS BY ACCEPTING LARGE SUMS TO COVER THE ILLICIT 
OPERATIONS FROM AUTHORITIES. THE PM, GIVING TV 
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VIEWERS A QUICK GEOGRAPHY LESSON OF THE BAHAMAS, 

SAID THAT THE DRUG SMUGGLERS WHO UTILIZE AIRCRAFT 
ARE TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE FACT THAT THERE ARE 
NUMEROUS UNGUARDED AND UNMANNED AIRSTRIPS ON JUST 
ABOUT EVERY MAJOR ISLAND OF THE ARCHIPELAGO, NOTING 
THAT THE AIRSTRIPS WERE CONSTRUCTED TO FACILITATE 
THE EXPANSION OF TOURISM TO THE FAMILY ISLANDS. 
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THE PM FURTHER ARGUED THAT THE SUCCESS OF DRUG 
SMUGGLERS IS NOT ONLY DUE TO THE INABILITY OF 
BAHAMIAN MARINE POLICE AND DEFENCE FORCE TO ADE- 
QUATELY GUARD THE VAST BAHAMIAN BORDERLINE WHICH 
ENCOMPASSES 100,000 SQUARE MILES OF OPEN WATER 
AND 6,000 SQUARE MILES OF LAND, BUT "TO EXTENSIVE 
COOPERATION FROM BAHAMIANS." (REF C) 

2. THE PM SAID THAT "AT THAT VERY MOMENT" THE 
CUBAN-AMERICANS WERE POACHING CRAWFISH IN THE 
NORTHWESTERN BAHAMAS WHILE THE CUBANS ARE POACHING 
THE SOUTHWESTERN WATERS OF THE BAHAMAS AND THE 
DOMINICANS ARE ILLEGALLY TAKING FISH FROM BAHAMIAN 
WATERS IN THE EXTREME SOUTHERN BAHAMAS. THE PM 
INDICATED THAT NOT EVEN THE U.S. CAN ADEQUATELY GUARD 
ITS ATLANTIC COASTLINE, IMPLYING THE BAHAMAS 

IS ABLE TO DO SO ON A PROPORTIONATELY INFERIOR 
SCALE. (REF D) 

3. WITH REGARD TO GENERAL ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, THE 

PM INDICATED THAT CLIMATE FOR INVESTMENT HAD IMPROVED 
SUBSTANTIALLY SINCE JULY 1977 ELECTION BUT DID NOT 
OFFER CONCRETE EVIDENCE OF ANY MAJOR INVESTMENT VEN- 
TURE WHICH OCCURRED DURING THE PAST YEAR. (REF A) 

THE PM ALSO NOTED THAT THE GOVERNMENT EXPECTS SOME 
$18 MILLION IN REVENUE FROM ITS CASINO OPERATIONS 
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ON NEW PROVIDENCE, PARIDISE ISLAND AND FREEPORT THIS 
YEAR COMPARED WITH $10 MILLION LAST YEAR (REFS A, B ). 
SCHWARTZ 
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